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The TDA (Turntable Divisible Auditorium) is the near perfect solu-
tion to divide any auditorium into many sub-auditoriums. Division
is accomplished by placing entire séating areas on 'turntables.
Turning these 180°, the seats face into smaller halls. The back
wall, having turned with the seats, becomes a soundproof divider.
The separated sub-auditoriums are now fully self-contained visual
and acoustical units. The principle applies to the whole range of
assembly buildings from a small elementary school auditorium for
a few hundred up to the convention center accommodating many

thousands.

The economics are very favorable. The initial cost of a TDA is
80% of the equivalent conventional facility. The operational effi-
ciency is many times greater than that of standard auditoriums.
All separated spaces are used simultaneously and, because of their

varying size, much nearer to maximum capacity.

The TDA employs one of technology's most reliable devices ——
The Turntable. Neither size nor weight has practical limitation.

As a rolling load, power reqguirements are negligible.




THE DIVISIBLE AREA IS UNITED WITH AND A PART
OF THE MAIN AUDITORIUM.

THE TDAg PRINCIPLE

THE DIVISIBLE AREA IS SEPARATED AND HAS BECOME
PATENTS IN FIVE COUNTRIES A SMALLER AUDITORIUM BY A 180° CIRCULAR TURN.
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FIXED SEATING 290, _' I AUDITORIUM RESEARCH INC.
TURNTABLE DIVISIBILITY i
2 SECTIONS AT 175 350 - ROSSMAN + PARTNERS ARCHITECTS

PHOENIX, ARIZONA

TOTAL SEATING 750

AGUA FRIA UNION HIGH SCHOOL TDA

AVONDALE, ARIZONA




FIXED SEATING 140 AUDITORIUM RESEARCH INC.

TURNTABLE DIVISIBILITY

2 SECTIONS AT 35 70 ANDERSON. REHDER. YANDRE. |INC.
ARCHITECTS

TOTAL SEATING 210 WAUKEGAN . ILLINOIS

INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL TDA

LAKE VILLA, ILLINOIS
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THEATER

FIXED SEATING 600
TURNTABLE DIVISIBILITY

4 SECTIONS AT 200 800
TOTAL SEATING 1400
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ECONOMICS OF THE 'TDA

CONVENTIONAL EDUCATIONAL FACILITIES MUST BE OVERBUILT TO THE LEVEL
OF PEAK LOADS. WVARIATIONS IN SUBJECT ENROLLMENT MAKE EMPTY SEATS

AND INEFFICIENCY INEVITABLE.

BECAUSE OF ITS DIVISIBILITY AND SIMULTANEOUS ADAPTABILITY TO THESE
VARIATIONS, THE TDA CAN BE DIMENSIONED NEAR THE ACTUAL NEEDED PER
SEAT CAPACITY.

THE BUILDING AREA REDUCTION FAR EXCEEDS THE COST OF TURNTABLES FOR

AUDITORIUMS, AND NEARLY EQUALS IT FOR MULTIPLEX TDASs.




ECONOMICS OF THE TDA

The following comparison illustrates the superior efficiency of TDAs. In the example,

both the conventional facility and the TDA have identical capacities, all seats being oc—

cupied equally long.

CONVENTIONAL FACILITY

1600 seat fixed auditorium, 160 seats occupied; efficiency = 10%
800 seats in 4 separate rooms, 640 seats occupied; efficiency = 80%

Combined efficiency of utilization = 33.33%

Construction and operational cost:

Base cost of 1600 seat auditorium 100%
Additional cost of 800 seat halls 50%
Total Cost 150%
TDA
800 seat fixed auditorium, 160 seats occupied; efficiency = 20%

800 seats in 4 sub—auditoriums, 640 seats occupied; efficiency = 80%

Combined efficiency of utilization = 50%

Construction and operational cost:

Base cost of 1600 seat auditorium 100%
Divisibility feature (15% to 25%) av. 20%
Total Cost 120%

In summary, the TDA costs 75% to 85% of a comparable conventional facility, yet ef=

ficiency of utilization has increased to 150%.
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A CASE FOR ADVANCED TEACHING = As a new educational facility,
the TDA represents heretofore unknown advantages and possibilities.
One teacher can teach to classes of 200, 400, 600, 800, etc.,
rather than 30. This triggers a chain reaction of benefits:

A. One master teacher can be employed, thus presenting
subject in superior manner,

B. Time for preparation of lectures become sufficient,

C. Existing classrooms are now freed (as well as teacher
time) for small group instruction.

AND OF ECONOMICS - An instructional facility which can only
be used 10% of the time is worth ten cents of each dollar spent for
its construction and maintenance — thus fare today's school auditor—
iums - and if additional lecture halls of equal capacity are used
90% of the time, the combined efficiency is 50%, with the cost of
two facilities. Compared to this, the TDA combines the two since
the 90% takes place in the void of the 10% facility, giving nearly
100% efficiency with an initial cost of only one building.

AND AFTER SCHOOL A DELIGHT TO THE COMMUNITY - with its
incredible flexibility of spaces and capacity, the TDA is pre—des-—
tined as a community center of note. While one group of 200 may
hold a P.T.A. meeting, another group of 2 to 300 may listen to
a talk and yet some other group may be engaged in the discussion
of a civic project, while all this time a larger audience can enjoy
a stage production., If a function sells 600 tickets, only 600 seats
will be in one hall and all other seats are available for other func-
tions. The most practical capacities range from 600 to 1800 seats.




TDA
EDUCATION
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Here, the primary pur—
pose of the TDA is
greater flexibility of

teaching spaces.

A good part of the cur-—
riculum can be taught
advantageously to sev—
eral classes at once -
with substantial gains
of quality and teacher
time. As a by-product,
the much desired school

auditorium is created.

Also, employing the TDA
principle for the exchange
of space, such as between
Library and Cafeteria,
greatly increases the ef-

ficiency of both areas.




IN FULL DIVISION
With all rooms independently useable, the school
plant features a maximum number of teaching

stations.

, The library is in its largest area configuration,

occupying all of the alternately useable space.
During lunch periods, this area is added to the .
cafeteria, resulting in greater flexibility and

economy .

AN INTERMEDIATE CONFIGURATION (

The auditorium is enlarged from its basic capa- \
city of 300 to 540, yet two large group rooms
for 120 students each remain in separate use.

The cafeteria has added additional seating area,.
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TDA

4 CLASSROOM
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COLLEGES
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SINGLE SEATING FOR TWO AREA ALTERNATIVE
POSITIONS : THEATER AND AMPHITHEATER

EXPERIMENTAL THEATER FORMS®

EMPLOYING THE TDA® PRINCIPLE TO CHANGE TYPE OF HOUSE

AUDITORIUM RESEARCH INC.




TWO - SEATING AREAS FOR TWO ALTERNATIVE
POSITIONS: THEATER AND AMPHITHEATER

EXPERIMENTAL THEATER FORMS®

EMPLOYING THE T DA° PRINCIPLE TO CHANGE TYPE OF HOUSE

AUDITORIUM RESEARCH INC.




FOUR - SEATING AREA FOR THREE
ALTERNATIVES: AMPHITHEATER
GREEK THEATER & TRADITIONAL
STAGE

TRADITIONAL
STAGE

ADITIONAL
TAGE

EXPERIMENTAL
THEATER FORMS®

EMPLOYING THE TDA° PRINCIPLE
TO CHANGE TYPE OF HOUSE

AUDITORIUM RESEARCH INC.
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TDA
MULTIPLEX

The TDA Multiplex features exchange of seating areas between adjacent rooms.
Developed primarily as lecture hall clusters for Colleges and Universities, the
exchange of seats permits continuous and very rapid adaptation to a wide range
of capacity needs.

The results are high utilization of instructional personnel coupled with dramatic
reductions in building and land requirements,
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AVAILABLE CLASSROOM
CAPACITIES
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EFFICIENCY EXAMPLE

AUDITORIUM RESEARCH

INC.




4 PLEX COMPARISON

Subjects, enrollment and group sizes
(Example from S.M.High School 1965
Phoenix Union High School District)

Actual Avail.Cl
Enr.

TDA
English 1 156 160
English 3 134 160
English 5 108 160
English 7 34 30
Gen. Math 87 95
Algebra 1 87 95
Geometry 1 46 95
Algebra 3 20 30
General Science 50 95
Earth Science 25 30
Biology 1 140 160
Chemistry 37 95
World History 13 30
World Geography 27 30
Am. History 120 160
Gov. & Econ. 80 95
Total Enrollment 1163
Student Stations Needed 1520

.Rm.Space
Fixed Cap.

95, 95
95, 95
95, 95
95

95
95
95
95

95
95
95, 95
95

95
95
95, 95
95

1995

TDA
CLASSROOMS
Student Stations
Needed 1520
Classrooms Needed 16
Facility Efficiency 77%
Facility Overbuilt 130%
Cost of Facility $7086,800

Incl. Land ($15/5td.)
($450/Student; 15 x $30)

Divisibility Feature 240,000
Total Cost $946,800
Cost of Divisibility:

Total $ 19,125
Per Classroom $ 1,195

FIXED
CAPACITY
CLASSROOMS
1995
21
58.5%
170%

$927,675

$927,675
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No other type assembly rooms call for greater

utilization than civic auditoriums and conven—
tion centers. Heretofore, inevitable low per
seat use caused them to depend upon other fa—
cilities for their economic e#istence, to be op—

erated with subsidies,

The TDA presents the only method in exist—
ence, which makes multiple use and capacity
adaptation feasible. In fact, the TDA pro-
vides an incomparable economic break-
through since it contains in a single audi-
torium the practical equivalent of several
individual auditoriums, theaters, meeting and
recital halls, banquet and exhibition rooms,

either to be used individually or jointly.

Thus, many separate functions can take place
concurrently. The much higher per seat use
results in substantial increases in revenue.
Also, initial building cost is a fraction of

any equivalent traditional facility.




TDA

CIVIC AUDITORIUM S,
CONVENTION CENTERS
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3 INTIMATE THEATER 550 - 800
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11 BACKSTAGE

AUDITORIUM

The traditional Civic Auditorium,
when planned as a TDA, intro-
duces an entirely new realm for
auditoriums. It renders possible
independent performances in the
same night—a civic meeting in a
recital room, a stage play in the
little theater, perhaps a drama
in the intimate theater and a
televised concert or pageant in

the main house.

Simple scheduling accomplishes
the best possible adaptationtoany
given day's program of entertain—
ments, conventions and meetings.
For the first time, the Civic Audi-

torium becomes self=supporting

and a true asset to any community.
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When the TDA principle is incorpo—-

rated into convention centers, a new

kind of facility is created. The TDA
convention center assigns to each

element a dual function: to be used

either autonomously or jointly.

Thus = concert, theater, meeting
and recital halls are the constituent
parts of a much larger convention

hall, but can also function individ-

ually. The variety of the available

sub~auditoriums lends additional

adaptability to the convention hall,

As the ultimate convention facility,

the construction and operational

2 MAIN FLOOR 3200 costs are a fraction of that of

3 AUDITORIUM 2200

4 LEGITIMATE THEATER 700 8 KITCHEN traditional plans. Revenues have

B RECITAL HALL 700 9 DINING increased substantially due to mul-

6 LITTLE THEATER 350 10 CONVENTION ROOMS

7 RECITAL HALL 350 i1 LOBBY tiple concurrent or joint use,
TOTAL SEATS 7500

THE CONVENTION CENTER
26
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TDA REMODEL

EE

Conversion of an existing hall into a
TDA is, in most instances, possible.
Once converted, the old hall has all

of the advantages of a new TDA,

This example illustrates conversion
of a 40 year old convention hall into
a five-space TDA. Turntables have
tilt floors to provide for flat and

riser seating. The TDA space pro—
gram permits high ut{lization, even
housing two conventions simultane-—

ously.
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FLOOR SEATING 500 AUDITORIUM RESEARCH INC
2 SECTIONS AT 220 440
o ROSSMAN L PATTNERS ARCHITECTS
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ARCHITECTURE

ACOUSTICS

SOUNDPROOF

MECHANICS

THE TDA INTO AN
EXISTING BUILDING

Whereas conventional division methods simply cut an auditorium into pieces,
thus rendering the divided spaces useful for less than 1/2 of all possible
functions, the TDA principle creates complete, architecturally correct sub—
auditoriums. Because the sloped floor turns with the seats and the turnable
space attaches to its own stage, best possible sight-lines in both coordinates

~are maintained. The multiplicity of recesses and sculptured back walls lend

themselves to interesting architecture.

Main and sub—-auditoriums all have their independent, precisely adjusted ac-
oustics. To maintain balanced characteristics for any combination of these,
acoustic behavior of the space of a sub-auditorium is similar to that of the
convex surface of its back wall.

The load bearing abilities of the turntable permit the application of the best
type of dividing wall to stop sound transmission between separated spaces -
2 independent plaster and steel-mesh layers, weighing over 20 lbs. /square
foot, achieving a reduction of 55 db plus.

Like a railroad car, the TDA turntable is one single moving component.
Driven near the rim by one small motor, it rides on a series of periph-
eral wheels on a circular track., The turntable is capable of literally
hundreds of thousands of trouble—free revolutions with a minimum of
maintenance .,

The turntable unit is independent of any structural frame of the surround-
ing building; therefore, incorporating the TDA principle into existing audi-
toriums is quite frequently feasible. Since neither lighting nor air condi-
tioning are connected with the turning components, both remain part of

the existing structure.




T T

ABOUT AUDITORIUM RESEARCH INC.

Auditorium Research Inc.'s primary purpose is planning of TDA's. Staffed with specialists
in auditorium architecture, acoustics and engineering, Auditorium Research Inc. offers con— ll

sulting services in three broad fields.

Group | Includes TDA programming, capacity and scheduling studies and dia-
grammatic plans. All initial steps to assess the usefulness of a TDA
are part of this group. Consulting fees are based on seat number and
range from $3 to $6 per seat.

Group 11 Includes Group I plus alternatives, design plans and cross sections of
internal space of TDA, acoustical engineering with surface material
recommendations, turntable details and specifications, and two field
visits. Fee range is from $6 to $10 per seat. (Group II is usually
most practical where the owner has engaged his own architect.)

Group III Includes Groups I and II plus complete architecture and engineering
of the entire building, contract documents and construction super-—
vision. Fees for the comprehensive professional service of this
group range from 6% to 9% of the construction cost.

30
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A SOLUTION OF
THE DIVISIBILITY
OF AUDITORIUMS

The MLC is an entirely new type of auditorium with divisibility into
many sub-auditoriums. Conversion is accomplished by placing entire seating areas on turntables. Turning these 180°, the seats face into smaller halls. The back wall
having turned with the seats becomes a soundproof division.

While developed for the Phoenix Union High School System, the application of the MLC principle is vastly beyond the sphere of school auditoriums, since there is

virtually no size limitation. The principle is equally valid for concert halls, theaters, and any convertible assembly room. Patents for the principle have been applied for
in 5 countries.




THE DIVISIBLE AREA IS UNITED WITH AND PART OF THE MAIN AUDITORIUM.

THE DIVISIBLE AREA IS SEPARATED AND HAS BECOME A SMALLER AUDITORIUM BY A 180° TURN OF THE TURNTABLE.




THE MLC ASSEMBLED 1 2 TWO LECTURE HALLS IN THE PROCESS OF TURNING

LECTURE HALLS 2&3 ARE NOW SEPARATED 3 4 ALL LECTURE HALLS ARE IN THEIR DOMAIN

;




AS A N EDUCATIONAL FACILITY

HISTORY—The M.L.C. was invented by Dr. Wendell E. Rossman and developed for the Phoenix Union High School System.
The initiator was Dr. Howard C. Seymour, Superintendent of the Phoenix Union High School System, whose enquiry

into and challenge of the divisible auditorium has resulted in two years of investigation and research from which
evolved the M.L.C.

A CASE FOR ADVANCED TEACHING — As a new educational facility the M.L.C. represents heretofore unknown ad-
vantages and possibilities. One teacher can teach to classes of 200, 400, 600, 800, etc., rather than 30. This
triggers a chain reaction of advantages and possibilities.

A. One master teacher can be employed, thus presenting subject in superior manner, B. Time for prep-
aration of lectures becomes sufficient, C. Existing conventional facilities like classrooms are now freed
as well as the teachers for small group instruction, D. A most perfect pattern is thus obtained; a small
group with emphasis on instructing the individual as the smallest unit, the medium group (or standard
classroom), and finally, the large group which permits one master teacher for any subject, even to teach
at several schools —

AND OF ECONOMICS — An instructional facility which can only be used 109 of the time is worth 10 cents for each
dollar spent for its construction and maintenance — thus fare today’s school auditoriums — and if lecture halls of
equal capacity could be used 90% of the time, the combined efficiency is 509% with an initial cost of two facilities.
Compared to this, the M.L.C. combines the two since the 90% takes place in the void of the 10% facility, giving
nearly 1009% efficiency with an initial cost of only one building.

THE SCHOOL AUDITORIUM RETURNS — Because of its ever more indefensible economic position, the traditional audito-
rium is about to vanish from the scene. The M.L.C. on the other hand is returning the auditorium to the American
school in its fullest meaning, because the M.L.C. contains an auditorium an essential part in its design —

AND AFTER SCHOOL A DELIGHT TO THE COMMUNITY — With its incredible flexibility of spaces and capacity, the M.L.C.
is pre-destined as a community center of note. While one group of 200 may hold a P.T.A, meeting, another group
of 2 or 300 may listen to a tallk and yet another group may be engaged in the discussion of a civic project, while all
this time a large audience may attend a concert or play in the same structure. |f a main function sells 600 tickets,
only 600 seats will be in one hall and all other seats are available for separate functions. The economics of the
M.L.C. as an educational facility are such that its size may have capacities of 800 or 3,000, or even more. It is
therefore possible to apply community needs as one of the determinants in the decision of the capacity.
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The seating and staging schematic of the Chandler Center for the Arts shows a state of the art facility

with visions into the future.

A blueprint for the arts

Chandler Center fills cultural
void in Southeast Valley

By DEBORAH ROSS

The once quiet farming community of
Chandler is capitalizing on the continued
population boom in southeast metropolitan
Phoenix by building a 1,600-seat, fully
appointed performing arts center.

That’s right — Chandler. Not Mesa and
not Tempe, the southeast Valley’s two largest
cities.

Upon its completion this summer, the
Chandler Center for the Arts will join Gam-
mage Center and the new Arizona State Uni-
versity Fine Arts Center as the only stages in
the southeast Valley that can host a variety of
theatrical, musical and dance productions by
local and national performers. Mesa

Amphitheatre continues to provide a sizable
outdoor venue, but offers mostly rock acts.

The main feature of the new center is its
ability to transform three separate theatres
into one. A 1,000-seat section faces the main
stage; behind it are two circular, self-
contained areas — sort of like cylinders —
that can be rotated to face the main stage and
provide additional seating for a main stage
production or can be rotated to face their
own, smaller stages.

The feature makes the center one of the
most versatile stage facilities
in the Southwest.

But can the southeast Valley support
another performing arts center?

Continued on Page 4
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Population figures seem to indicate the
potential.

Mesa’s population is 285,000; Tempe’s is
145,000. Chandler has grown from
30,000 in 1980 to 80,000 today.

And the Chandler Center for the Arts sees
its target audience as the East
Valley rather than the Valley as a whole, said
James Baudoin, the facility’s general
manager.

“The market size is big enough to support
this hall,” he said. “All the
additional activity will prompt people to look
into what’s happening here
more. It’s also got the accessibility.”

Location does serve the arts center well. It
is a block north of the bustling intersection of
Arizona Avenue and Chandler Boulevard. A
few blocks away are the five-story Rocky
Mountain Financial Center, the renovated
Sheraton San Marcos Resort and the pro-
posed sites of a high-rise office building and
exhibition hall.

All are part of a downtown revitalization
effort Chandler initiated a few
years ago.

The exterior of the $10.2 million Chandler
Center for the Arts, with its
graceful, curved design, copper fountains
and majestic windows, will certainly help
polish the city’s image.

The performances being negotiated for the
center are nothing to sneer at
either. They include concerts by Roy Clark,
Debbie Reynolds and Roger Williams and
traveling productions of “Big River,”
“Mame” and the London Ballet Theatre.

“All performing arts centers here in the
Valley have found a niche,” said Baudoin, giv-
ing as examples the Scottsdale Center for the
Arts with its reputation for good dance,
chamber music and avant-garde program-
ming and Gammage Center with its smorgas-
bord of nationally touring theatre
productions.

“Our niche will be educational type of
activities,” he said, referring to the fact that
the center is being jointly built by the city of
Chandler and the Chandler Unified School
District and thus must include the schools in
its programming.

“We will be doing things here that involve
the schools, such as if a Big Band perform-
ance is scheduled, it will be a band that can
also hold a clinic for high school band stu-
dents. Or it will be an actors’ company that is
interested in working with students,” Bau-
doin said.

Not coincidentally the Chandler High
School campus is adjacent to the Center for
the Arts.

v o

The windowed facade of the Chandler Center for the Arts. The building will be completed by early

summer.

Students will have at their disposal a
theatre-quality rehearsal hall, dance studio,
dressing rooms and television studio. Student
activities will be scheduled so as not to con-
flict with professional performances, and
student productions usually will be held on
the two smaller of the center’s three stages.

The best thing about the arrangement with
the school district is that it will keep the cen-
ter in use during weekdays throughout the
school year, Baudoin said. “Most of these
arts facilities sit vacant during the day” he
added.

Except for extended-run theatrical produc-
tions, most non-school performances will be
scheduled for weekends, Baudoin said. This
will make attendance at performances more
convenient for people who work in Phoenix
but live in the East Valley, he said.

“This is yuppie heaven here. We have a lot
of young career couples with kids, and we
have to appeal to them,” he added.

But center programming also has to take
into account the adult retirement
community of Sun Lakes, south of Chandler,
which is destined to become another Sun
City.

“Being a public facility, we want to appeal
to as many different audiences as we can”
said Baudoin, who for eight years served as
managing director of the Lutcher Theatre for
the Performing Arts outside Houston.

A non-profit corporation called the Chan-
dler Cultural Foundation runs the
center. The city appoints the foundation’s
nine directors; Greg Myers of Intel in Chan-

dler is chairman and Baudoin serves as
president.

A major task of the foundation — besides
programming — is raising funds to keep the
center going.

The city has allotted $300,000 for the cen-
ter operations in fiscal year 1988-89 and
projected close to $200,000 for next fiscal
year, according to the Mesa Tribune.

But the Chandler Cultural Foundation is
hoping to develop an endowment with as
much as $4 million to cover long-term oper-
ation and maintenance costs of the center,
Baudoin said. So far the foundation has gar-
nered $100,000 in pledges and donations
from individuals and corporations through a
seat sale campaign, he said.

Construction on the center began in
December 1987 and will be essentially com-
plete by mid-May, according to Baudoin.
Crews will spend the next two months work-
ing out some of the kinks in the facility, such
as checking the lighting and sound equip-
ment and rigging; no performances are
planned until August.

A unique sound baffling system makes it
possible for the center’s three stages to be
used simultaneously, said Baudoin. The
architectural firm Rossman Schneider Gad-
bery Shay designed the 60-foot main stage
with operas, musicals and symphony con-
certs in mind, he said. Its orchestra pit
accommodates 60 musicians,

The two other stages, tentatively called the
Recital Hall and the Little

Continued on Page 5

Continued from Page 4

Theatre, will be suited to small musical
ensembles and local theatrical
productions, as their names suggest. The

Recital Hall seats 250 arid has a 24-foot stage .

while the Little Theatre seats 350, has a
32-foot proscenium and has a small orchestra
pit.

The architects tried to create a feeling of
intimacy for the main theatre by making the
seating area about as wide as it is long, Bau-
doin said. The length from the stage to the
back row is 110 feet, thus a performer doesn’t
have to search too hard to find the last row, he
said.

Other amenities of the center include: a
tunnel underneath the main seating section
to help technicians move equipment around
during performances; basement dressing
rooms to serve about 60 performers; a televi-
sion studio that will be hooked into Channel
34 on Dimension Cable plus serve as an
educational tool for Chandler students; a
stage shop also available to the students;
warm-up rooms for orchestras; a lobby with
cash bar; and upholstered seats for the
audience,

On the north end of the center is a high-
ceilinged room with a skylight and round

wooden floor. Baudoin foresees using the
space for children’s theatre, lectures, student
art exhibitions and exhibitions by artists
whose work is purchased for permanent
installation in other areas of the center.

Residents of the southeast Valley and
others will have a chance to admire the com-
pleted facility when the Center for the Arts
hosts a gala opening weekend Aug. 25-27. On
the first night comedian Steve Allen will
emcee a variety show, followed by a party at
the Sheraton San Marcos. On Aug. 26, the
Performing Arts Repertory Theatre of New
York is scheduled to give two daytime perfor-
mances for young audiences. That evening,
the Tommy Dorsey Orchestra will be on tap
for a Big Band concert. Planned for Aug, 27
are a recital by Chandler High School alum-
ni and a country music attraction to be
announced.

The center’s fall season will not be
announced until mid-June, Baudoin said,
because dates for fall 1989 school district per-
formances cannot be set until the end of this
school year and because as joint owners of
the center the schools and the city are obligat-
ed to work together to finalize the season
schedule.

But Baudoin did name several perfor-

mances that appear to be certain for
sometime in the fall, including the Chicago-
based comedy troupe Second City, a theatri-
cal presentation of “Christmas Carol,’ the
musical “42nd Street” and the comedy
“Greater Tuna.”

Among the regional performing groups
that will be included in the 1989-90 schedule,
he said, are: Musical Theatre of Arizona, the
Mesa and Scottsdale symphonies, Child-
splay, Desert Dance Theatre, a ludwig co
(dance ensemble), the Bach and Madrigal
Society, East Valley Theatre Company, the
SRO Theatre Troupe, Valley Chamber Musi-
cians and Opera del Sol.

As far as student performances go, Bau-
doin hopes the center will host such events as
all-state high school choir festivals and jazz
band festivals.

If the aim of the Chandler Center for the
Arts is to find its niche by serving both the
school district and the entertainment needs
of the East Valley community at large, then it
appears to be on the right track. Even though
the center is impressively designed and a
noteworthy addition to downtown Chandler,
its programming may ultimately determine if
it succeeds.

As Baudoin pointed out, “People don’t
buy theatres, they buy shows.”
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